after century, from the dawn of time for over five thousand years, there was an amount of suffering and pain inflicted upon humanity, even in the performance of a natural function, and in the very measures which were intended to relieve him from greater ills, which, while it rendered the operative portion of the healing art almost an opprobrium, had come to be regarded as one of the necessary consequences of "that first act of disobedience; that forbidden tree whose mortal taste brought down the primeval curse."
Previous to 1846, the agonizing groans, the thrilling shrieks of mortal agony and dread arose daily from tortured thousands, tortured for their good, under the manipulations of the surgeon, or the instrumental interference of the obstetrician, appealing to the sympathies, and appalling the hearts of relatives and friends, and often causing even the practiced hand and the steeled nerves of the schooled practitioner to shudder for the pangs he had inflicted. Human suffering, as a necessary and unavoidable ill, and in its direst forms, the "cunningest product of Divine creative power" mangled and mutilated, torn and writhing, were daily and hourly presented to the world; while with unflinching heart, keen eye and steady hand, the surgeon was forced for mere humanity's sake to probe to its depths the anguished wound, or still further to mutilate the quivering flesh. It has been indeed through all time the ardent desire of philanthropists to abolish pain in all its forms and under all its circumstances, and the means of dissociating surgery from one of its most fearful terrors has been for a long time the subject of the day-dreams of the benevolent surgeon of every clime and country. It , Again the action of anaesthetics on the nervous system is powerfully depressing, modifying the circulation, and the action of the vessels through which the blood passes. This depressing condition affects first the cerebral lobes, which lose their power, and intellect is impaired; then the cerebellum is affected and the power of regulating locomotion is lost; afterwards the spinal marrow, and sensation and motion are gone; lastly, the medulla oblongata, the motive power of respiration, &c. Now if this be the effect of the narcotic, as stated, on the several organs of power, sensation and life, it does seem highly dangerous to administer it in any but the recumbent position.
To administer it in an upright position would be at once to deprive the patient of the free action of the heart, in sending to the head its due supply of blood necessary to keep up the vital action of the organs there, which being cut off, produces exhaustion, syncope and death. But again, the nature of the anaesthetic state, when fully etherized, very much resembles that of deep alcoholic intoxication: indeed when completely under its influence, the patient is, to all intents and purposes, dead drunk. Ether and chloroform being subtile liquids, with vapors of great tenuity, inhaled into the bronchial tubes, they permeate the lining membrane, enter the blood, and circulating directly through the cavities of the heart to the brain, produce there their specific effects. There seems to be a very strong analogy between the effects of ether and chloroform thus introduced into the system, and alcohol taken into the stomach. Both, in small quantities, produce exhiliration ; both, in large quantities, produce the phenomena of dead drunkenness and insensibility to pain. With 
